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I shall merely report here a few of the principal facts observed, intending to publish the rest in an extended memoir on the transfusion of blood.
The successful experiments were made on animals who had ceased to breathe for a variable number of minutes (in one case, seventeen minutes,) and in whom all traces of voluntary movement and of sensation had disappeared.
The sounds of the heart were still audible, in most of the cases, but there was no pulse in the arteries of the limbs, and often not even in the carotid ; in two cases the beating of the heart appeared to have ceased for several minutes. The death struggle had taken place, and the pupil was dilating or already dilated. In a word, death was imminent^ and certainly no one could suppose that a spontaneous return to life was possible under such circumstances.
The diseases which had brought the animals to the verge of death, consisted chiefly of inflammation of the peritoneum or of the pleura, following injuries to these membranes, made in the course of the experiments upon the different abdominal viscera, or upon the vagi sympathetic or diaphragmatic nerves, in the thoracic cavity. In several cases the approaching death was owing to the extirpation of the supra-renal capsules, or of the kidneys.
In every case, without exception, asphyxia was the proximate cause of death. I do not intend to examine its mode of production, this question being too important to be treated incidentally, and I shall make it the subject of a series of papers on the causes of death in acute diseases in man and animals. I ought, however, to say here, that in a very large number of the cases of lesions of the abdominal viscera, in the experiments which form the basis of this paper, the asphyxia was principally the consequence of feebleness of the movements of the heart, the chief, but not the only cause of which, was an irritation of tho ramifications of the great sympathetic nerve in the abdomen.
But, however produced, the asphyxia existed, and in en- 
